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As Cosimo was anxious to do honour in every way to his
son's bride, nothing was omitted which could add splendour
to the occasion. It was settled that the Palazzo Vecchio
should be made over to Francis and Joanna as their residence,
and the old castle of the Signoria of Florence was under
Cosimo's orders beautified in every way by Vasari to fit it for
the abode of an Archduchess. The suite of apartments which
had been occupied by Cosimo and Eleonora was entirely re-
decorated, round the vestibule of the cortlle were painted
fresco pictures of Austrian towns, so that Joanna should have
familiar scenes to look at; 60 the massive pillars of the cortlle
were adoined with stucco ornaments on a gold ground, which
still remain, though the gold has disappeared; and in the
centre of the court Cosimo placed Verrocchio's beautiful
fountain of the Boy with the Dolphin, which had been made
for Lorenzo the Magnificent's villa of Careggi; while a pipe
conducting specially pure water from the Boboli hill was
brought over the Ponte Vecchio to supply the water which
flows from this fountain. The Archduchess arrived in Flor-
ence in January 1565, and the marriage, which took place in
San Lorenzo, was a very magnificent ceremony, and was
followed by a week of public festivities of the most lavish
description.

In addition to these arrangements Cosimo; in connection
with this marriage of his son with the Emperor's sister, con-
structed another work which still remains one of the notable
sights of Florence. In imitation of the passage which Homer
describes as uniting the palace of Hector with that of Priam
(as well as to provide a means of escape for his family in time
of disturbance), Cosimo arranged to connect, by a long cov-
ered gallery, his own palace with the Palazzo Vecchio, now to
be occupied by his son. He therefore ordered Vasari to con-
struct the celebrated Passaggio, a corridor of nearly half a
mile long through a crowded part of the city, starting from